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Mission, Vision & Values 

Meals on Wheels Winnipeg prides itself on being a low-cost 

service provider that allows residents in Winnipeg the option 

of continuing to live independently and with dignity in their 

own homes. 

An organizationôs mission represents its reason for being, its 

vision represents its overarching goal, and its values repre-

sent the organizationôs core beliefs that guide all its work 

and actions. 

Mission 

Enable residents of Winnipeg to live independently by deliv-

ering nutritious and affordable meals directly to their home. 

Vision 

All Winnipeg residents have access to nutritious and afford-
able meals. 

Values 

Respect ï for each individual person 

 

Dignity ï as an inherent value of each person 

 

Quality ï of both the product and service provided 

 

Accountability ï as financial stewards of public, donor, 
and third-party resources 



 

2019 ï 2020 Board of Directors 

Tara DeFehr-Tielmann, Past President 

Jonathan Hildebrand, President 

Kyle Hawthorn, Treasurer 

Chelsea Scrivener, Secretary 

Morley Campbell 

Frank Lavitt 

Lawrence Lazarko 

 

2019 Dispatchers 

Bryan Barkwell 

Don Brown 

Edsel Capuno 

Kharren Capuno 

Dave Harron 

Ray Lapointe 

2019 Staff 

Diana Brown,  Client Coordinator 

Gemma Eko Davis, Volunteer Coordinator 

Reissa Licup, Accounts Coordinator 

Kelly McCaw, Administrative Assistant 

Rhonda Gardner, Executive Director 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Fred Tuttle 



 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT AND EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

 

It has been both a uniquely challenging as well as rewarding time for Meals on Wheels Winnipeg. 

 

While the historic snowfall in October 2019 was not enough to stop our committed volunteers from deliver-

ing every single meal on every route across the city, the COVID-19 pandemic loomed large for Meals on 

Wheels Winnipeg. 

 

Our volunteers and many of the clients they served were both particularly vulnerable to COVID-19. They al-

so represented populations identified as high-risk to the virus. The onset of the pandemic very rightfully cre-

ated a significant amount of anxiety, uncertainty, and fear across the organizationôs volunteer base, its man-

agement team, and its clients. 

 

Many volunteers understandably followed the advice of public health officials to reduce their risk of exposure 

by either staying home or withdrawing from their volunteer role with Meals on Wheels Winnipeg. This con-

tributed to an acute shortage of volunteers. 

 

Many of the clients receiving meals through the Meals on Wheels program are themselves also vulnerable to 

COVID-19. But, without meal delivery, these individuals would be faced with having to find alternate means 

of sourcing daily meals which could put them at higher risk of exposure to COVID-19. Many clients, as well, 

simply do not have the financial ability to source daily meals other than through Meals on Wheels or have 

difficulty obtaining groceries or preparing meals themselves. Suspending meal delivery would have left this 

group of residents more vulnerable than they already are. 

 

Meals on Wheels Winnipeg undertook a number of measures to help manage an acute shortage of volun-

teers as well as reduce the risk of COVID-19 from being transmitted between volunteers and clients. 

 

And, thankfully, many individuals and even some organizations came forward to help fill volunteer gaps - 

approximately 300 volunteer applications were received between March 9 and May 14, two organizations 

stepped forward to Adopt-A-Route, and several generous and unsolicited financial donations were made! 

 

While program admissions of new clients were temporarily paused during the early part of the pandemic, 

meal delivery continued uninterrupted. As the COVID-19 pandemic continues to evolve, it will be actively 

monitored by the Board of Directors and management to ensure the safety of volunteers, clients, and staff. 

 

In light of the challenges posed by the pandemic, it was very exciting for our Volunteer Program to have 

been selected as one of the recipients of this yearôs Premierôs Volunteer Service Award, a reward and recog-

nition thatôs well deserved! 

 

The Premier's Volunteer Service Awards, established by the Premier's office in partnership with Volunteer 

Manitoba, honours the efforts and dedication of outstanding volunteers across Manitoba. For over fifty years, 

itôs been the work of volunteers and the Volunteer Program of Meals on Wheels Winnipeg that underscores 

the organizationôs tremendous success, and itôs very special to be recognized in this way.  



 

 

The Annual Volunteer Awards Dinner is currently scheduled for November 18, 2020, subject to any future 

public health restrictions. 

 

Meals on Wheels Winnipeg has come to rely on the stability and predictability of its meal suppliers over the 

years. In mid-September, however, Meals on Wheels Winnipeg will be losing one of its suppliers. St. Amant 

Centre, which supplies meals for the Fort Garry, St. Vital, and Windsor Park areas of the city, will no longer 

supply meals. Work is underway both in the short term as well as the long term to mitigate the impact to 

clients in the area. 

 

Meals on Wheels Winnipeg continues to be grateful for the strong relationship we have with our funding 

partners which include the Winnipeg Regional Health Authority and the United Way. Thank you for your con-

tinued confidence and belief in us, as well as the financial support you provide especially during a pandemic 

when financial and human resources are both in high demand. 

 

The Board of Director terms for Tara DeFehr-Tielman, Kyle Hawthorn, and Morley Campbell have come to a 

close. Thank you to all three Directors for the time and commitment you provided in your governance roles 

as members of the Board. As well, thank you to Tara and Kyle for all your work in officer roles. 

 

This year marks a significant milestone for Meals on Wheels Winnipegôs Executive Director. The Board of Di-

rectors would like to thank Rhonda for ten years of service to the organization! 

 

Under Rhondaôs leadership, Meals on Wheels Winnipeg has become and remained a financially resilient or-

ganization whose services to the community have remained unwavering. Her leadership has consistently 

demonstrated the importance of respect, dignity, and accountability, all values we hold dear as an organiza-

tion. Thank you, Rhonda, for ten years of service and commitment! 

 

Throughout all the challenges and rewards, Meals on Wheels Winnipeg continues to fill an important niche 

within our health system and our community. Volunteers continue to be at the heart of the work we do, 

work thatôs undertaken with humility, dedication, and in the belief all individuals are worthy of dignity and 

respect. Itôs with these values, strong partnerships, and the continued commitment of our volunteers that 

Meals on Wheels Winnipeg remains well positioned to serve our community well into the future. 

 

Jonathan Hildebrand 

President, Meals on Wheels Winnipeg 

 

Rhonda Gardner 

Executive Director, Meals on Wheels Winnipeg 



 

Treasurersô Report 

 

The financial statements for 2019, as noted in this report, have been audited by Booke & Partners Chartered 

Professional Accountants and approved by the Board of Directors. 2019 was a good year for the program 

with over 173,000 meals delivered, representing slight decreases of 1% compared to the prior year and 2% 

compared to budget. The over 173,000 meals delivered resulted in sale of meals revenue of $939,000 for the 

year, a $15,000 decrease compared to budget. While sale of meals revenue fell short of budget, greater-than

-anticipated donations received from volunteers and local organizations more than offset the decrease in rev-

enue and slight increase in operating expenses, resulting in excess of revenue over expenses for the year 

above budget at $75,153. Overall, 2019 was another successful year for the program and as a result, we are 

pleased to be in a position to continue to provide communities with nutritious and affordable meals.  

 

In 2012, a reserve fund was established by the MOW Board of Directors in order to reduce financial risk and 

provide MOW with the ability to deal with unexpected expenses and fluctuations in revenue. I am pleased to 

report that due to the successful 2019 financial year, we were able to maintain the reserve fund at a con-

sistent level with that from 2018.  

 

Consistent with 2018, MOW holds excess cash in short-term and long-term investments in order to earn inter-

est income, further reducing financial risk and providing MOW with the ability to deal with unexpected ex-

penses and fluctuations in revenues. During 2019, MOW reinvested the interest income earned on these in-

vestments, resulting in slight increases in the investments over the balances noted in 2018.  

 

We wish to express our sincere gratitude to our principal funding agencies, the Winnipeg Regional Health Au-

thority and the United Way of Winnipeg. We would also like to thank the great number of volunteers who so 

graciously continue to return their gasoline allowances as donations. Without your support we would not 

have had such a successful year. Thank you and we look forward to your continued support in the years to 

come.    

 

Kyle Hawthorn, CPA, CA 

Treasurer, Meals on Wheels Winnipeg 

 

  



 




